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A LETTER a NOBLE LORD, &c, 


> t th: v4} 4 
M Y ; L O R D, : p 

HE lakt time 1 bad the hanour of being in'your 
_ Lordſhips company, ou obſerved that you was 
utterly at a. Joſs. to what fads many parts of the De- 
.claration of Independence publiſhed by the Philadelphia 
Congreſs referred, and that, you wiſhed they had been 
. ,more particularly mentioned, that you might beiter 
Judge af the grievances, alledged as ſpecial cauſes, of 
the ſeparation, of the Colonies from the other parts of 
the Empire. This hint from your Lordſhip, induced 
to attempt a few. Strictures upon the Declaration. 


FU | „ale firſt, reading it, thought there Would have 


been more policy, in leaving the World altogether ig- 


norant of the motiyes to this Rebellion, than in offer. 
ing ſuch falſe and frivolous. reaſons in ſupport of it; and 
I fatter_myſelf, that before I have finiſhed this letter, 
your Lordſhip will be of the ſame mind. But I beg leave, 
firſt to make a few remarks upon its riſe and progre!s.. 
I haye often heard men, (who I believe were 
free from party influence) expreſs their wiſhes, that 
tbe. claims, of the Colonies to an exemption from the 
authority of Parliament in impoſing I axes had been 
_ Conceded ;. becauſe they had no doubts. that America 
Wauld have ſubmitted. in all other caſes; and fo this 
unhappy: Rebellion, which has already proved fatal ta 
many, hungreds, of the Subjects of the Empire, and 
probably: will to many thouſands more, might have 
cen preyented, 97: 1 off g 22 31 2631 40 6 
My for impoſing Duties and Taxes may have 
leckere the Rebellion, and if this could have been 
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refeen,; perhaps; it might haye been good policy to, 
have omitzed or deferred. them ; but Iam of opinion, 
that if no Taxes or Duties had been laid upon the 
Colonies, other pretences would have been found for 
| 7 + W's exception 


- 
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„ 1 1 
exception to the authority of Parliament. The body 
of the people in the Colonies, I know, were eaſy and 

uiet. They felt no burdens. They were attached, in- 
Joe. in every Colony to their own particular Conſti- 
tutions, but the Supremacy of Parliament over the 
whole gave them no concern. They had been happy 
under it for an hundred years paſt: They feared no 
imaginary evils for an hundred years to come. But 
there were men in each of the principal Colonies, who 
had Independence in view, before any of thoſe Taxes 
were laid, or propoſed, which have ſince been the 
oftenſible cauſe of reſiſting the execution of Acts of 
Parliament. Thoſe men have conducted the Rebellion 
in the ſeveral ſtages of it, until they have removed the 
conſtitutional powers of Government in each Colony, 
and have aſſumed to themſelves, with others, a ſupreme 
authority over the whole. be n 
Their deſigns of Independence began ſoon after the | 
reduction of Canada, relying upon the future ceſſion of 
it by treaty. "They could have no other pretence to a 
claim of Indep+ndence, and they made no other at firſt, - 
than what they called the natural rights of mankind, to 
chuſe their own forms of Government, and to change 
them when they pleaſe. This, they were ſoon con- 
vinced, would not be {ufficieat to draw the people from 
their attachment to conſtitutions under which they had 
ſo long been eaſy and happy ; Some grievances, real 
or imaginary, were therefore neceſſary. T hey were ſo 
far from holding Acts for laying Duties to be unconſti- 
tutional, and, as has been ſince alledged, meer nullities, 
that in Maſlachuſet's Bay the General Aﬀembly, about 
the year 1762, ordered an Action to be brought againſt 
the Officers of the Cuſtoms, for charges made in the 
Court of Admiralty, which bad cauſed a diminution of 
the part of forfeitures to the Provinee, by virtue of what 
is called the Sugar Act, paſſed in the ſixth year of 
George the Second, Surely they would not deny the 
authority of Parliament to lay the Duty, while they 
were ſuing for their part of the penalty for the non-pay- 
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Their firſt attempt, was againſt the Courts of Admi- 
ralty, which they pronounced unconſtitutional, whoſe 
judgments, as well as juriſdiction, they endeavoured to 
bring into examen before the Courts of Common Law, 
and à Jury choſen from among the people: About the 
ſame time, a ſtrong oppoſition was formed againſt Writs 
of Aſſiſtants, granted to the Officers of the Cuſtoms by 

the Supreme Courts, and this oppoſition finally prevailed 
in all the Colonies, except two or three, agaifiſt, and 
in defiance of, an Act of Parliament which required 
the ſupreme Coufts to grant theſe writs, fog 

It does not, however, appear that there was any regu- 
lar plan formed for attaining to Independence, any fur- 


ther than that every freſh incident which could be made 


to ſerve the purpoſe, by alienating the affections of the 
Colonies from the Kingdom, ſhould be improved accord- 
ingly. One of theſe incidents happened in the year 1764. 
This was the Act of Parliament for granting certain 
duties on goods in the Britiſh Colonies, for the ſupport 
of, Government, &c. .., At the ſame time a propoſal 
was made in Parliament, to lay a ſtamp duty upon cer- 
tain writings in the Colonies ; but this was deferred 
until the next Seſſion, that the Agents of the Colonies 
might notify the ſeveral Aſſemblies in order to their 
propoſing any way, to them more eligible, for raiſing a 
ſum for the ſame. purpoſe with that intended by a ſtamp 
duty. The Colony of Mafſachuſet's Bay was more 
affected by the Act for granting duties, than any other 
Colony. More molaſſes, the principal article from 
which any duty could ariſe, was diſtilled into ſpirits in 
that Colony than in all the reſt. The Aſſembly of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay, therefore, was the firſt that took any 
publick notice of the Act, and the firſt which Og 
exception to the right of Parliament to impoſe Duties 
or: Taxes on the Colonies, whilſt they had no repreſen- . - 
tatives in the-Houſe of Commons. This they did in a 
letter to their Agent in the ſummer of-1764, which 
they took care to print and publiſh before it was poſſi- 
ble for him to receive it. And in this letter they re- 
commend to him a pamphlet, wrote by one of their . 
Haim ox © members, 


: 7. bs 
members, in which there-are propoſals for admitting 

repreſentatives from the Colonies to ſit in the Houſe ot 

Commons. ian dende N N in 2 5 

I have this ſpecial reaſon, my Lord, for taking 

notice of this Act of the Maſſachuſet's hoy 

that though an American repreſentation is thrown-ourt- 
as an expedient Which might obviate the obje&ions to 

Taxes upon the Colonies; yet it was only intended to 

amuſe thei authority in England; and as ſoon as it was 

known to have its advocates here, it was renounced by 
the Colonies, and even by the Aſſembly of the Colony 
which firſt propoſed it, av utterly impracticable. In 
every ſtage of the Revolt, the ſume diſpoſition has always 
appeared. No preciſe, unequivocal' terms of ſubmiſion 
to the authority of Parliament in any caſe Rave ever 

been offered by any Aſſembly. A conceſſion has only 
produced a further demand, and I verily believe if eve 
thing had been granted ſhort of abſolute Independence, 

they would not have been contented ; for this was the 

object from the beginning. One of the moſt noted 
among the American clergy, propheſied t years 

ago, that within eight years from that time, e Colo- 

ntes would be formed into three diſtinct independent 22 

Republics, Northern, Middle and Southern. Feould: * 7 

give your Lordſhip many irrefragable probſs of this de- | 

rermined*deſign, but I reſerve them for a future letter, 
_ the ſubject of which ſhall be the riſe and progreſs of 
the Nebellion in each of the Colonies. 
Soën After the intentidn of Taiſing monies in Ame- 
rica for the purpoſe of a revenue Was known the pro- 
moters of Independence, and Revolt, ſettled certain 
principles of polity, ſuch as they thought would be 
74 belt adapted to their purpoſe,” e... 
0 The authority of Parliament over the Coloniſts 
ceaſed upon their leaving the Kingdom. Every degtee of 
ſubjection is therefore voluntary, and ought to eontinue 
no 1 than the authority ſiall be for the public good. 

If there had been no e ee by charters; or 
implied by ſubmitting to be goyerned under Royal Com- 
mĩſſions, the Coloniſts would be under no obligations 
to acknowledge the King of Great Britain as the 62 

6 | 3 reign, 
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reign, ang this eqn ag chaſe when he-fhall ceaſe | 
tober form His. part of ta--canditiong of the; compacts - | - 


„ As every Coloays'by charters on by NO Com- 
miſſians, was canſtitutedl with) ſpecial egi ſlatid e powers 


2 Ante peice dy been man ur ic no monies dught 


ton be ra ſed from the inhahitans, by any] other pues 


g a the ſeveral reſpective legillatuzes;* 5 71 
As the Cabonies were feniede by encouragemeht 
from. and ſomę at. great ex pence of, the Kingiom, aud 


principally for commereial purpoſes, fubjection to mg! 


cela and reaſangble Acts: fort. regulating nne 
| dune to be ſpecially acknowledged: sg 


Other As: tobe ſubmitied td. or e oy. 


or may not, be for the benefit of the Colanidg.”- 1 ö 


ITheſe princigles of, Government in Colonies, ont 
{agn.wark an Independeneel , ! F 
Io carry, them o eſfect, e eee were 
ſotmed by the chieſs of the revolters in each prota 
Jony; and Conventions Were held! by. Delegates 


when judged neceſſary: Subjects. for Controverſy in 


oppoſition, to Gœeinment were ſoughe for in euch 


cf the Colonies, to, irritate and inflame the minds 


the. peoples and diſpoſe them to revolt: Diſſentions 


and commotions in apy: Colony, were cheriſhed and 
ingreaſed, as \uxniſhing proper matter to work upum: 


or, the ſame purpoſe, fictitious letters were pub - 


a ien as having been received from England, inform»: 


1 ng of. the deſigns of miniſtry, and even of Bills being: 
beiore tha Parliament ſor introdueing into the Colonies 
arbittary Governments. heavy Takes and other cruel 
opfehons: Every legal meaſure for ſuppteſſing illicit 
trade was repreſented. as illegal and grievous; and the 
people were called upon to reſiſt it: Acorreſpondehee 
Was carried on with ferſons in England, promoters of 


the revolt. whaſe, intelligence and:advicetramitimerte - 


time were of great ue Petſolis in; England zo up 
rank and, charactete, but in oppoſitiom to theo mee 
2 adminiſtration, were coutted and deceiyed hy 
falle pro teflions:;, and che real intentions of -therrevals 
Een wee concealed 5. The, aol, ue ester 
Gs + ; an 
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and defiance of law i in England, were urged to ens | 
rage and ee the like diſorders in the Colonies, and 


to annihilate the — owers of Government there. 
Many thoufan 


mildeſt of Governments. 


Governors, and other ſervants” of the Crown, 104 | 


Officers of Government, with ſuch as adhered to them, 
have been removed and baniſhed under pretence of their 


being the inſtruments of promoting miniſterial tyranny 


and arbitrary power; and finally the people have ſub- 
jected themſelyes to the moſt cruel opprefſions of ſty 
or ſixty Deſpots. 


It will cauſe . prolixiny: to analize the 


various parts of this Declaration, than to recite the. 


whole. 1 will therefore preſent it to your Lordſhip's 


view in diſtinct paragraphs, with my n in order 
as the paragraphs are publiſhed; bs. d 


In Congreſs, July 4, 776. e 


{4 48 Declaration by the Repreſentatives'df the United Stater 


of America in General Congreſs offernbled.” 
I ben in the tourſe of human events it becomes nec 1 a 
for one People to diſſolve the political blinds which haut cun- 
netted them with another, and to aſſume among the Powers 
the earth, the 2 and egi Ration to whith "the 
5 of nature nature's God entitle them,” a detent 
reſpett to the opinions 1 mankind requires that they ſhould 
declare the caufes whith impet them to the ſeparation.” 
Me bold theſe truths to be ſelf" evident—That all nen are 
created equal,' that ther are endowed 95 thiir Creator with 
certain unalienable;riehts, that among theſe are life, Iiberty 
and the purſuit of happintſs, ibu 10 ſecure theſe Tights, 
governments are inſtiluted among men, Lr wwing their juft 
powers from the tonſent of the gowernied ; boo ago? 
form of government becomes ae/trufiive'of theſe ends, - 
the right of the people to alter or aboliſh it, and to 10 


new government, laying its foundation on ſuch principles, 


and organizing its powers in ſuch form as to them bull ſeem 


| "yy bel to WR their 2 ay, and  Proudence 


of people who were before good and 
loyal ſubjects, have been deluded, and by degrees in⸗ 


duced to rebel againſt the beſt of Princes,” and the 


a 


indeed 


/ 


1 


indeed will diate that governments long eſtabliſped, ſbauld 
not be changed for light and tranſient cauſes ; and accord 
ingly all experience hath ſhewn that mankind are more diſg 
pyſed to ſuffer while evils are ſufferable, than to right: 
Xs 


mſelves by aboliſhing the forms to which they are accuſe 


tomed. But when a lng train of abuſes and uſurpations. 
purſuing invariably the ſame object, evinces a deſign to 
reduce them under abſolute deſpotiſm, it is their right, it is 


their duty to throw. off ſuch government, and to provide 


new'guards for their future ſecurity. Such has been the 


patient ſufferance of theſe Colantes, and ſuch is now the 
neceſſity which conflrains them to alter their former ſyſtems. 
of Government. The hiflory of the preſent King of Great 


ritain is a biftory of repeated injuries and uſurpations, all. 


having its direct objea, the eflabliſhment of an abſolute. 


tyranny over theſe. States. To prove this, let facts "i 
ſubmitted to a candid world... Tae 


' : £ 


* They. begin, my Lord, with à falſe hypotheſis, 
That the Colonies are one diftin people, and the king- 
dom another, connected by political bands. The Co- 
lonies, political canſidered, never were a diſtin? people. 


ftom the kingdom. There never has been but one politi- 
cal band, and that was juſt the ſame before the ficit Colo-, 


niſts emigrated as it has been eyet fince, the Supreme 
Legiſlative Authority, which hath, effential right, and 
is indiſpenſably bound to keep all parts of the Empire 
entire, until ther may be a ſeparation conſiſtent with 


liberty, and the 42 of happineſs, may be laid to be 


Y 


* 
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Le 8 1 | 
oe purſyit, of. happineſs and in ſome. degree, to their. 
lives, if theſe rights are fo abſolutely unaljenable ; nor 
ſhall 1 3 abſurd notions of gqvern- 
ment, or to expoſe the equivocal] or inconclulive expreſ- 
ſions contained in this Declaration; but rather to he 
the falſe repreſentation made of the facts which, are 
alledged to be the evidence of injuries and uſurpations, 
' and ihe ſpecial motives to Rebellion, There are many 
of them, wich deſign, left obſcure; for as ſoon ag they. 
are developed, mien of juſtifying, they rather aggra- 
vate the criminality of this Revole. oct Oe 
The firſt in order, He has refuſed bis aſſent to laws, the \ 
maſt wholeſomg and neceſſary for the public ge; is of ſo 
eneral a nature, that It is not poſhble ta conjecture to 
. laws or to what Colonies it refers, I Femember, 
no. laws which any Colony has been reſtrained from 
paſſing, ſo as to cauſe any complaint of grievance," 
except thoſe for. iſſuing a fraudulent paper-currency, - 
and making it a legal tender; but this Is 1 reſtraint. 
which for many years paſt has been laid on Aſſemblies 
by an act of Parliament, ſince which ſuch laws cannot, 
have been offered to the King far his allowance. I 
therefore believe this to be a general charge, without 
any particulars to 1 5 it; fit enough to be placed 
at the head of à liſt of imaginary gtievances. 
The laws of England are 6r dught io be the Jaws. 
of its Colonies. To prevent a deviation further than, 
the local circumſtances of any Colony may make ne, 
ceſſary, all Colony laws are to be laid before the King; 
and if diſallowed, they then become of no force. 
hode-Ifland, and Connecticut, claim by Charters, an 
exemption trom this rule, and as their laws are never. 
preſented to the King, they are out of the queſtion. 
Now if the King is'to' approve of all laws, or which, 
is the fame thing, of all which the people judge for the 
public good, for we are to preſume they pals no other, 
this referve in all Charters and Commiſfions is futile.” 
This charge is ſtill more inexcuſable, becauſe I am 
well informed, the diſallowance of Colony laws has 
been much more frequent in preceding reigns, than i 
1 5- einen IFC) He 
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the preſent, G an VESTS 
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= He has forbidden hi l to paſs laws of imme. 
diate and prefſing' importance, unleſs ſuſpended 4 e 


operation till his aſſant +ſbould be obtained, and ben ſo 
ſuſpended, be bas utterly neg leſted to attend them. 1 
Laws, my Lord, are in ſorce in the Colonies, as. 
ſoon as 1 Gbvernor has given his aſſent, and remain 
in force until the King's diſallowance is ſignified. 


Some laws may have their iull: efſęct before the King's 


pleaſate can be known. Some may. injuriouſly affect 


the property of the ſubject; and ſome may be preju- 
-.. - dicial to the prerogative: of the Crown, and to the 
trade, manufactures! and ſhipping of the Kingdom. 
Governors have been inſtructed; long before the praſent 


or the laſt reign, not to conſent to ſuch laws, ubleſs: 


with 'a clauſe ſuſpending their operations until the 


eaſure of the King ſhall be known, I am ſute your 
ordſhip will think that nothing is more reaſonable. 


In Maſſachuſet's Bay, the Aſſembly would never paſs / 
a law with: a ſuſpending clauſe. To paſs laws which 
muſt-have their whole operation, or which muſt.cauſe. 


ſome irreparable miſchief befute the King's pleaſure 


can be known; would be an uſurpation of the People 


upon the Royal Prerogative: To cauſe the operation 
of ſuch laws to be ſuſpended until the King can ſignify: 
his pleaſute by force of inſtructions, ſimilar to what 
has been given in all former Reigns, can never be 
— d us an uſurpation upon the rights of the 
ee Sonmyeoc) nd at aie »:; 
le ſay, my Lord, that if there has ever been 
an inſtance of any laws lying longer than neceſſary 
before the King's pleaſure has been ſignified, it has 
been owing to inattention in ſome ot the ſervants 
of the Crown, and that upon proper application any 
grievance would have been immediately redteſſed. 
«He bas refuſed io paſs other laws fur accommodation 
of large Uiſititts People; * unleſs thaſe Peuple would | 


relinguiſb iu rights" of repreſentation in the legiſlature, 


4 . right ineſtimable to them; und formidable 0 tyrants 
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We ſhall find, my Lord, that Maſſachuſet's Bay is 
more concerned in this Declaration than any other 
Colony. This article reſpects that Colony alone. 
By its charter, a legiſlature is conſtituted: The Go- 
vernor is appointed by the King. — The Council, 
conſiſting of twenty- eight members, were appointed, 
in the firſt inſtance, by the King, but afterwards are 
to be elected annually by the two Houſes—'T he-Houſe 
of Repreſentatives is to conſiſt of two memhers elected 
annually by each town, but the number of the Houſe 
is nevertheleſs made ſubject to future regulations by 
acts of the General Aſſembly. Beſides the Council, 
the Civil Officers of the Government are alſo to be 
annually elected by the two Houſes. | It appeared in a 
courſe of years, that by multiplying towns, the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives had increaſed. to double the number. 
of which it conſiſted at firſt. Their impottance in 
all elections was increaſed: in proportion; for the 
number of the Council continued the ſame as at 
firſt. To prevent further deviation from the ſpirit of 
the Charter, an inſtruction was then firſt given to the 
Governors; net to conſent to laws for making new 
towns ſo as to increaſe the number of the Houſe, unleſs . 
there ſhould be a clauſe in the law to ſuſpend its ope- 
ration, until the King fignifies his plealure upon it. 
But here, my Lord, ſies the moſt ſhameful falſity; of 
this article. No Governor ever refuſed to conſent to 
a law for making à ne tõwn, even without a ſuſ- 
pending clauſe, if proviſion! was made that the inha- : 
bitants of the new town ſnhould continue to join with 
the old, or with any other town contiguous or near to 
it, in the choice of Repreſentatives; ſo that there 
never. was the leaſt intention to deprive a ſingle inha- 
bitant of the right of being repreſented; and, in fact, 
ſuch proviſion has ever been made, except Wwhete the 
inhabitants of the new town choſe to forego the right, 
which we muſt ſuppoſe they did not think ineſlimable, 
rather than pay the wages of their Repreſentatives. 
Typis- has been the Caſe in ſeveral inſtances, and it is 
notorious that the Aſſembly of that Province have 
£ N | made 
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Far 


made it their practice, from year to year, to lay fines ou 


their cowns for not chuſing Repreſentatiyes. This is a 


wilful miſrepreſentation made for the ſake of the 


brutal inſult at the cloſe of the article. 


He has called together legiſlative bodies at places un- 


uſual, uncomfortable, and diſlant from the debaſitory of 

their public records, for the ſole purpoſe of. fatiguing them 

into a compliance with his meaſures. . 
To the ſame Colony this article alſo has reſpect. 


Your Lordſhip muſt remember. the riotous, violent 


oppoſition to Government in the Town of Boſton, 
which alarmed the whole Kingdom, in the year 1768. 
Four Regiments of the King's forces were ordered to 
that Town, to be aiding to the Civil Magiftrate in 
reſtoring and preſerving peace and order, The Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, which was then fitting in the 
Town, remonſtrated to the Governor * poſting 


"Troops there, as being an invaſion of their rights. He 
thought proper to adjourn them to Cambridge, where 


the Houſe had frequently ſat at their own deſire, when 
they had been alarmed with fear of the ſmall pox ia 


Boſton ; the place therefore was not unuſual. The 


public rooms of the College, were convenient for the 
Aſſembly to fit in, and the private houſes of the 


Inhabitants for the Members to lodge in; it therefore 


was not uncomfortable, It was within four miles of 


the Town of Boſton, and lels diſtant than any other 


Town fit for the purpoſe, 


When this ſtep, taken by the Governor, was known x 
in England, it was approved, and conditional inſtruc- 


tions were given to continue the Aſſembly at Cam- 
bridge. The Houſe of Repreſentatives raiſed the moſt 
frivolous objeCtions againſt the authority of the Go- 


- vernor to remove the Aſſemby from Boſton, but pro- 


ceeded, nevertheleſs, to the buſineſs of the Seſſion as 
they uſed to do. In the next Seſſion, without any 
new cauſe, the Aſſembly refuſed to do any buſineſs un- 
lefs removed to Boſton, This was making themſelves 


judges, of the place, and by the ſame reaſon, of the 


time of holding the Aſſembly, inſtead of the Governor, 
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be thafevpon Was inftruRted not to remove them do 
Bofton, ſo long as they continued to deny his autho- 


- 3. 


Tity to carry them to any ather place. 


A 1 £1 tens 16146 | 
They fatigued the Governor by adjourning from day 


to day, and refuſing to do buſinels one Jeſßon after 
another, while he gave his conſtant attendance to 0 
| Purpoſe; and this they make the King's Fatiguing them 
do compel them to comply with his meaſures. 


A brief narrative of this unimportant 9 


tween an American Governor and his Mae needs 
an apclogy to your Lordſhip ; how zjdiculoug then de 
thoſe men make themſelves, who offer it to the world 
as a ground to juſtify Rebellion? _, _ 8 x 

He has diſſolved Repreſentatives Houſes repeated Jor 


oppoſing with manty firnineſs bis Tnvaſions on the Rights of 


„„ c SI LOOP 
Contentions between Governors.and their Aſfembli 
| have cauſed diflolutions of Tuch Aſſemblies, 7 ae 
in all the Colonies, in former as well as later times, 
I recolle& but one inſtance of the diflolution pf an, Al- 
C4 Og ER Ri, fo off | % (ISL. fIT9 #1, & 24 
ſembly by ſpecial order from the King, and that was in 
Maſſachuſet's Bay. In 1768, the, Houle of Repreſenta- 
tives palled à vote. or -relolve, in proſecution: of the 
plan of Independence, incompatible. with the ſubor- 
dination of the Colonies to the ſupreme authority of 
the Empire; and directed their Speaker to ſend a copy 
of it in circular letters to the Aflemblies_ of the othe 
Colonies, inviting them. to avow the principles of the 
reſolve, and to join in e. No Govern- 
ment can long fubſiſt, which admits of combination: 
of the ſubordinate powers againſt the ſupreme. Ibis 
proceeding was, therefore, jultly deemed highly 
unyritrancable; and indeed it was the des an ing of tha: 
unlawful'confederacy which has gone on until it has 


which joined in it. 


. 
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The Governor was inſtructed to require he Hoy of 


vow this reſolve, and if they refuſed, to diflolve them, as 


the only way to prevent their proſecuting the plan of 


* 


| Rebellion. 


N 
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cauſed at leaſt a temporary Revolt of all the Colonies 
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Repreſ-ntatives, in their next Seſſion to te ſeind or diſa- 


* 
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ine expoſed to all the dangers of invaſions. from without 


- and convulſions withen.. 


— 


and muſt relate to the ſame Colony only; for no othier 


ofton, the firſt mayer. in all affairs of this nature, 
applied to him to cal another Aſſembly. The Gover- 
nor, thought he was the judge of the proper time for 
| je an N „and refuſed. The town, without 
delay. choſe their former members, whom they called a 
Cemmitlee, inſtead of Repreſentatives; and they ſent cir- 
Fulac letters tg all ihe other towns in the Provinde inviting 
them to chuſe Committees al ſo; and all theſe Committtes 


N hey, called a Convention, and choſe the 


peaker of. the laſt houſe their Chairman. Here was a 


Houſe ot Repreſentatives in every thing but name; and 


hey 8 ptoceeding upon buſineſs in the town of 
Bolton, ut were-interrupted by the arrival of two or 


three regiments; and a ſpirited meſlage from the Gover- 


nor, and in two or three days returned to their homes, 
Duhis vacation of three months was the long time the 
people waited before they exerciſed their unaliensble 
powers ; the n from without were the arrival or 
expectation of three or four regiments 
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King to aid the Civil M agiſtrate in preſerving the peace; 


and the Convulfions within were the tumults, riots and 
acts of violence which this Convention was called, not 


to ſuppreſs but to encourage. 


Hie bas endeavoured to prevint the population of theſe 


States; for that purpoſe obſtrutting the laws for natura- 
lizatiin of foreigners, refuſing to paſs others to encourage 
their migration hither, and raiſing the conditions of new 
appropriations of lands. © A 
By this and the next article, we have a ſhort relief 
from the Province of Maſſachuſet's Bay. I cannot 


| conceive that the ſubjects in the Colonies would have 


had any cauſe of complaint if there never had been 4 , 


encouragement given to foreigners to ſettle amon 


them; and it was an act of meer favour to the Colo» 


nies which admitted foreigners to a claim of natura- 
ization after a reſidence of ſeven years How has 
the King obſtructed the operation of this at? In no 
other way than by refuſing his aſſent to colony acts 


for further encouragement. Nothing can be more 


regular and conſtitutional. Shall any other than the 


ſupreme authority of the Empire judge upon whit 


terms foreigners may be admitted to the privilege of 
natural born ſubjects ? Parliament alone may paſs acts 
for this purpoſe. If there had been further conditions 
anne xed to the grants of unappropriated lands, than 
have ever yet been, or even a total reſtriction of ſuch 
grants when the danger of Revolt was foreſeen, it might 


have been a prudent meaſure ; it certainly was juſtifi- 


able, and nobody has any right to complain. 825 
VVV 


- . 


bis aſſent to laws for eſtabliſhing judiciary powers. ' 


I was, my Lord, Tomewhat at a loſs, upon firſt read- 


ing this article, to what tranſaction or to what Colony 
it could refer. I ſoon found, that the Colony muſt be 
North Carolina; and that the tranſaQtion, referred to, 
3s'a reproach upon the Colony, which the Congrefs 
have moſt wickedly perverted to caſt reproach upon 
ae King. 30 | 
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In moſt, if not all, of the Colonies, laws have 
paſſed to enable creditors to attach the effects of 
abſent or abſconding debtors; and to oblige the tru 
"of ſuch debtors to diſcloſe upon oath the effects in 
their hands; and alſo all perſons indebted to them to 


diſcloſe the debts. Whatever theſe laws may have 


been in their original intention, they have proved moſt 
-iniquitous in their operatjon. The creditors, who firft 
come to the knowledge of any effects, ſeize them to the 


excluſion even of the other creditors in the Colony; and 


the ereditors in England, or at the greateſt diftance, ſtand 


MNill a worſe chance, I have known in fome Colonies, 


_ -inſtances of attachments of the effects of bankrupts 


in England, which by force of theſe laws have been 


made, by the American creditors, to the full fatisfaftion 
of their debts, when the creditors in England have 


received a few ſhillings only in the pound. This 


fruſtrates our own bankrupt laws. I believe they have 
never had any equitable bankrupt laws in any Colony, 
of any duration: In New York, they have done more 
towards them than in any other Colony, © © © 
I beſe laws for 89 in moſt of the Colonies 
were temporary. The Governors were very pro | 
inſtructed 5 to conſent to the revival Rey 
not without a ſuſpending clauſe. In North Carolina, 
the law for attachments was tacked to, or was part of, 

the ſame law which eſtabliſhed their Courts of Juſtice. 
- The Governor, as he ought to have done if he 


had received no inſtruction, refuſed a bill for reviving - 


the law, becauſe the proviſion ſor attachments was 
part of it: The Aſſembly refuſed to paſs the bill 


without the proviſion, and in this way determined they 


would have no Courts of Juſtice, unleſs they were 
ſuch as ſhould be bound to ſupport theſe iniquitous 
attachments, peculiarly injurious to Britiſh 0 other 


diſtant creditors,” and very unequal to the creditore 


within the Colonßx. n 
All this was fully known to the Congreſs, 'who, 
notwithſtanding, have N falſely repreſented the re- 
A | WE | 
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ſe of the prerogative to prevent injuſtice 
ber to the 4 ro of 7 | 1 ks | 
He has made Judges dedendent on bis will alone for-the 
un: i and the amount and payment of thei 


ries. | 
he Ameticans claim a right to. the Engliſh 4 
gun and laws, as they ſtood. when the Colonies 
were planted. The Judges of England were then de- 
pendent on the Crown for their continuance in office, 
as well as for their ſalaries. The Judges in America, 
except in the Charter-Colonies, have always been de- 
pendent on the Crown for their continuance in office ; 
and, in ſome Colonies, the ſalaries of the Chief Jus 
tice, and ſometimes. of the other J ſudges, have: been 
paid by the Crown, and the Colonies have een 
it as an act of favour ſhewn them. 
There has been a change in the conflicetion of 
ngland in reſpe& of the tenure of the office of the 
ges. How does this give a. claim to America? It 
vit be ſaid, the reaſon in caſes is the ſame. This 
will not be allowed, and until the King ſhall judge it 
ſo, there can be no room for WOO: to dis . 
ing his prerogative., ; 
And for the ſalaries, they are. i and do nat * 
pend upon the behaviour of the Judges, nor have there 
ever been any inſtances of ſalaries being with-held.-1f 
the Aſſemblies in the Colonies would have fixed the 
like ſalaries on their Judges, no proviſion would ever 
| have been made by the Crown; it being immaterial by 
whom the ſalary is paid, provided an. en * 
made ſure and certain. k 
This is a « 8 complaint againſt the Kin ing, for 
ing a change in the conſtitution of the _—_— 
chough thre is not ſo much as a pretence that. there 
2 * as 4 or bo the = in = Colony ſor 
want this change; nor — an 
2 . i; Nh cit in k yay Colon wag is 
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. bas' a, # Multitude of - nrtv office 


and ſent 


aut their ſub ſillence. 


1 know of no new offices erecled in America in the | 


preſent reign, except thoſe of the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms and their dependents. . Five Commiſſioners 
were appointed, and four Surveyors General diſmiſſed 3 
perhaps fifteen or twenty, clerks and under ; officers 
were neceſſary for this board more than the Surveyors 
had oceaſion for before: Land and tide waiters 
weighers &e. were known officers before; the Sur- 
veyors uſed to encreaſe or leſſen the number as the 
King's ſerviee re ware, arid the Commiſſioners have 
done no more. 


the whole Continent, are the Swarms which -eat out 
45 ſubſiſtence of the boaſted e of three millions 


oy 


ple. 
aſs had oſten bappened ia 8 which Sur 
eyors General had not authority to decide. The 
American merchants complained of being obliged to 
ply y to the Commiſſioners of the Cuftoms? in London; 

he diſtance cauſed long delay, as well as extraordi- 
nary charge. A Board in America, was intended to 
remove the . of theſe complaints, as well as to 
keep the inferior officers of the Cuſtoms to their duty. 


But no powers were given to this Board more than the 
Commiſſioners in London had before; and none but 


Micit traders ever had any reaſon to complain of —. 
ances; and they of no other than being 


watched than they had ever been before. At this time, 


the authority of Parliament to paſs Acts for regulating 
commerce was. acknowledged, but every — for 
carrying ſuch Acts into execution was. pronounced an 
8”: bx and uſurpation, and all the effects prevented. 


has kept among us, in times if proce, Jereng. 


ane without the conſent of our- legiſlatures. 
yet is too nugatory to deſetve any remark, He 


t no armies among them without the conſent 


ofthe erw Leine. = s bagging * E 
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bither Swarms of officers, to 'harraſs our wes and cat. 


hirty or forty additional officers in 


x ; 
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to ſuppoſe that this authority was not ſufficient with- 
out the aid of their own Legiſlatures, ' '* wean 
| He has affetled to render the Military independent of, 
and ſuperior to, the Civil Power, ON 
When the ſubordinate Civil Powers of the Empire 
became Aiders of the people in acts of Rebellion, the 
King, as well he might, has employed the Militar 
Power to reduce thoſe rebellious Civil Powers to their 
' conſtitutional ſubje&ion to the Supreme Civil Power. 
In no other ſenſe has he ever affeed to render the 
* Sy independent of, and ſuperior to, the Civil 
\. He has combined with others to ſubject us to a jurifdice 
tion foreign to our Conflitution and undcknowledged by 
our Laws; giving his aſſent to their pretended Aas of 
Legi tion. E N * | PT RT ang 
This is a ſtrange way of defining the part which 
the Kings of England take in conjunction with the 
Lords and Commons in paſſing Acts of Parliament. 
But why is our preſent Sovereign to be diſtinguiſhed 
from all his predeceſſors fince Charles the Second ? 
Even the Republic which they affect to copy after, 
and Oliver, their favourite, becauſe an Uſurper, combined 
"againſt them alſo. And then, how can juriſdiction 
ſubmitted to for more than a century be ” eign to 
their conſtitution ? And is it not the groſſeſt prevari- 
cation to ſay this juriſdiction is unacknowledged by their 
laws, when all Acts of Parliament which reſpe& them, 
have at all times been their rule of law in all their 
judicial proceedings? If this is not enough; their own 
ſubordinate legiſlatures have repeatedly in addrefles, 


* „ 


And reſolves, in the moſt expreſs terms acknowledged the 


: *ſupremacy of Parliament; and ſo late as 1764, before 


| the conduQtors of this Rebellion had ſertled their plan, 


the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the leading Colony 
made a public declaration in an addreſs to their 
Governor, that, although they humbly” apprehended 
they might propoſe their objections; to the late Act 
of Parliament for granting certain duties in the 
+Britiſh Colonies and Plantations in America, © 


* _ quartering large bodies of armed troops 


* 


"1 


( #r 3 


duty to yield obedience to it while it continued unre- 


© If the juriſdiQion of Parliament is foreign to their 
Conſtitution, what need of ſpecifying. inſtances, in 


which they have been ſubjected to it? Every Act muſt 


be an uſurpation and injury. They muſt then be men- 

tioned, my Lord, to ſhew, hypothetically, that even if 

Parliament had juriſdiction, ſuch Acts would be 4 
ial and injurious uſe of it. I will conſider them, to 
w whether they are ſo or not. "Sad 4 


uts - 
laſt 


hen troops were employed in America, in ti 


reign, to protect the Colonies againſt French invaſion, 
it was neceſſary to provide againſt mutiny and deſer- 


tion, and to ſecure proper quarters. Temporary Acts 
of Parliament were paſſed for that purpoſe, and ſub- 


mitted to in the Colonies, Upon the peace, raiſed 
ideas took place in the Colonies, of their own. impor- 
| tance, and cauſed a reluctance againſt Parliamentary 


authority, and an tion to the Acts for quartering 

troops, not becauſe the proviſion made was in itſelf un- 

| os or unequal, but becauſe they were Acts of a Par- 
iament whoſe. authority was denied, The proviſion. 


Was 28 ſimilar to that in England as the ſtate of the 


Colonies would admit. 


Fer protefling them. by a mack trial from puniſhment, 


for any murder which they ſhould commit on the Inhabitants 
of  #beſe States. a : 1 wer pl m5 
It is beyond human wiſdom to form a ſyſtem of laws 
ſo perfect as to be adapted to all caſes. It is happy for 


_ @ ſtate, that there can be an interpoſition of legiſlative 


power in thoſe caſes, where an adherence to e abliſh- 
ed rules would cauſe injuſtice, To try men before a, 
| biaſed, and pre- determined Jury would be a mock trial. 


_ To prevent this, the Act of Parliament, complained 
of, was paſſed. Surely, if in any caſe Parliament may 


interpoſe and alter the general rule of law, it may in 


this. America has not been diſtinguiſhed from other 
| arts of the Empire. I get the remoral of tils 
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the Americans are willing to ſubmit to the authority. 


would be taken off it. That of taxes ſeems to have 


and in as flight a manner as is poiſible. And, * 
know, my Lord, that theſe men, in the early days of 
their oppolition to Parliament, have acknowledged 
that they pitched upon this ſubje& of taxes, becauſe it 
was moſt alarming 40 the people, every man perceiv- 
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other, to make innovation in; but as their friends in 
ment could have no right to tax them becauſe not re- 


r willing to 


* 


for the ſake of unprejudiced diſintereſted Jurits; 54. " 
ther” CR with the rt of our laws, 
and the practice of courts in changin the x 5 
from one county to another. . 
A 2 e e Na 
- Certainly, my Lord, this could not be a-caufe of 
Revolt: 2 Colonies had revolted — Supreme. 
cen 34's to which, by their conſtitutions, they were. 
fubject, before the paſſed. A Congreſs had aſ- 
ſumed an authority over the whole, and had rebet- 
liouſly prohibited all commerce with the reſt of the 
I, This act, therefore, will be conſidered by 
e candid world, as a proof of the reluctance in go- 
vernment againſt what is the dernier reſort in every: 
fate, and as a milder meaſure to bring the Colonies. 
tha re- union with: the reſt of the Empifee. 
For impoſing taxts on us without our conſint. 
How * has your Lordſhip heard Nita that 


Fg 


of Parliament in all cafes except that of taxes? Here: 
we have a declaration made to the world of the cauſes: 
which have impelled to a ſeparation. We care to pre- 

fume that it contains all which they that publiſh it are 


able to ſay in ſupport of a ſeparation, and that if 
enen ns die guiſhed from another, 2 


been in danger of being forgot. It comes in late, 


in immediately it be is perſonally affected by it 3 
and it has, therefore, in all communities, always been 
a ſubjeẽt more dangerous to government than any 


England had fell in with the idea that Purlia- 


preſented, they dfb it Ty it ſhould on believes 


»,- 


[2 


until this point of 1 8 | 
ſame time, that they could find no — 
in the Engliſh Conſtitution, which” made repreſentas - 
tion more neceſſary in acts for taxes, than acts for any 
bother purpoſe; and that the world muſt have a mean 
- - " Opinion of their underſtanding, if they ſhould rebel 
rather than pay a duty of three-pence per pound on 
| 1 W 
reſtrained: them from making a nail to ſhoe their own = 
horſes. Some of them, my Eames agine they are as 
well: acquainted with the nature of government, — 
with the conſtitution and hiſtory of Engl land, as many 
of their partiſans in the kingdom; and a will ſome- 
times laugh at the doctrine of fundamentals from 
which even Parliament itſelf can never deviate; and 
they ſay it has been often held and denied merely to 


ſerve: the cauſe of party, and that it muſt be ſo 


until theſe unalterable fundamentals ſhall be aſcer- 
tained ; that the great Patriots in the reign of King 
Charles the Second, Lord Ruſſell, Hampden, May- 
e oy whoſe memories they reverence, declared 
; inions, that there were no bounds to the power 
— Par iament by any fundamentals whatever, and 
N that even the hereditary fucceſſion to the Crown 
migbt be, as it ſince has been, altered by A 
of Parliament; whereas they who call themſelves 
Patriots in the preſent day have held it to be a funda- 
mental, that there can be no taxation without 
Enmion, and that Parliament cannot alter it. 
— erraeynreyprerar ay A 
| of ſerie to . cauſe until they uw prepared for a 
ndependence; they appeared to approve it: As 
they have now no — bh occaſion for it, they take 
no more notice of an act for impoſing: taxes of 
many other acts; ſor a diſtinction in the rate 
Parliament in any particular caſe, cannot ſerve their 
claim to a general exemption, which they are now 
* aſſert. 
For depriving un in many caſt, of the boi of a nia 
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C 
- Offences againſt the Exciſe Laws, and againſt one 
or more late Acts of Trade, are determined without a 


Jury in England: It appears by the law books of 


ſome of the Colonies, that offences againſt their Laws 


of Exciſe, and ſome otber Laws; are alſo determined 


without a Jury; and civil actions, under a ſum limited, 
are determined by a Juſtice of Peace. I recollect no 


* 


cKẽaſes in which trials by Juries are taken away in Ame- 


rica, by Acts of Parliament, except ſuch as are tried 


in the Courts of Admiralty, and theſe are either for 


breaches of the Acts of trade, or treſpaſſes upon the 
King's woods. I take no notice of the Stamp Act, becauſe 
it was repealed: ſoon after it was deſigned to take place. 
I am ſorry, my Lord, that 1 am (obliged to ſay, 


there could not be -impartial trials by Juries in 
either of theſe caſes. All regulation of commerce 


muſt ceaſe, and the King muſt be deprived of all the 
trees reſerved for the Royal Navy, if no trials can be 
had but by Jury. The neceflity of the caſe juſtified 
the departure from the general rule z and in the reign of 
King William the Third, juriſdiction, in both theſe 
caſes, was given to the Admiralty by Acts of Parlia- 
ment; and it has ever ſince been part of. the conſtitution 
of the Colonies; and it may be ſaid, to the honour of 
thoſe Courts, that there have been very few ipſtances-of 


complaint of injury from their decrees. Strange 


that in the reign of King George the Third, this 
juriſdiction ſhould ſuddenly become an uſurpation and 
r 2 arms and bog Ceo mnt; 
For tranſporting us beyond ſeas to be tried for pretended 
offences, r vat Log Righs 4750201 eee 

8 of no Act, but that of the ach of the pre- 
ſent reign, to prevent the ſetting fire to his Majefty's 
Ships, Docks, Arſenals; &c. to which this 3 can 
refer. But are theſe pretended oſſen ce: 
By an Act of Parliament made in the 35th year of 
King Henry the Eighth, all treaſons committed in any 
parts without the realm, may be tried in any county 


of England; and in the reign of Queen Anne, per- 


ſous were condemned in England for offences nn. 


this Act in America; but the AQ does not cbmpre- 
hend felonies. 3 W 
- The offences againſt the laſt Act are made felony 
and as it is moſt likely they ſhould be committed in 
times of faction and party- rage, the Act leaves it in 
the power of the Crown to order the trial of any 
offence committed without the realm, either in the 
Colony, Iſland, Fort, where it may be committed, 
or in any County within the Realm, n 
An opinion prevailed in America, that this Act 
| was occaſioned by the burning the King's Schooner, 
— Gaſpee, by people in the Colony of Rhode Iſland ; 
but the Act had paſſed before that fact was committed, 
though it was not generally known in America, until 
fome months after. The neglect of effeQual inquiry 
into that offence, by the authority in Rhode Ifland 


Colony, ſhews that the Act was neceſſary ; but when 


cial-view to America, more than to the forts and ſettle- 
ments in Europe, Afia, or Africa. Sri} < 4s 


For aboliſhing the free ſyſtem of Engliſh laws in 4 
neighbouring province, eflabliſhing therein am arbitrary 
| Government and enlarging its boundaries, ſo as to render 
it at once an example and fit inflrument for intraducing it 
__——C 
It would be impertinent to make any remarks upon 
the general fitneſs of the Quebec Act for the purpoſes 
for which it paſſed, ſeeing your Lordſhip has ſo lately 
fully conſidered and given your voice in it, 
4 But what, my Lord, have the American Colonies to 
do with it? There are four New England Colonies : 
In two of them, both Governor and Council are an- 
nually elected by the body of the people; in a third, 
the Council is annually elected by the Aſſembly; in the 
fourth, both Governor and Council are appointed by the 
Crown : The three Charter Governments, for near 
a century paſt, have never felt, nor had any reaſon to 
fear, any change in their conſtitutions, from the 
example of the fourth. Juſt as much reaſon have 
the Colonics in general to fear a change in their 


it paſled, there does not appear to have been any ſpe- 


. 


t 26 1 
a n no two of which, are alle, fon 
the example of Quebec. er 
With as little reaſon y they complain of — 
largement of the boundaries of Quebec. It was 
time to include the ungranted territory of America 
in ſome juriſdiction or other, to prevent ſurther en- 
_ croachments upon it. What claim could any of the 
Colonies have to a territory beyond their own limits t 
No other ſecurĩty againſt an improper ſettlement of this 
country could have been made equally judicious and 
unexceptionable. This exception is therefore ut- 
terly impertinent, and ſeems to proceed. from diſs 
appointment in a ſcheme for engroſſing the nen 
9 of this ungranted territory. 
Far taking away our Charters, aboliſbing our wel va. 
lnable laws, altering fundamentally the forms of ＋ Gen 


vernments. 
F ** i and declari hens, 
Phang gy ſors in 2 fe 


whatſoever. 


heſe two articles are ſo much of the fame . 
that I conſider them together. There has been no 
Colony Charter altered except that of Maſſachuſet's 
Bay, and that in no reſpect, that I recollect, except 
that the appointment and power of the Council are 
made to conform to that of the Council of the other 
oyal Governments, and the laws which relate to 
grand and petit juries are made to conform to te 
genera laws of ht Realm. | 
The only inſtance of the ſuſpenſion of any legiſlative 
power is that of the Province of New Vork, for res 
fuling to comply with an Act of Parliament for quar- 
texing the King's troops poſted there for its protection 
and defence againſt the French and Indian enemies, 
I The- exceptions, heretofore, have rather been to 
the authority of Parliament to revoke, or alter Charters, 
or legiſlative. powers once granted and eſtabliſhed, than 
to the injurious: or opprefiive. uſe of the \mighoriay _ 
Thee occaſions. 
When parties run high, the moſt nl Jefitineads 
à little OY are cafily received and embraced, 


ANON 


5 tn). 

Thus, becauſe in the Reign of Charles, de Ft, 
reſiſtance. to, Taxes. impoſed by the authgrity,of the 
King alone was juſtifiable, and the contraty doQrine 
having: taken the names, of Paſſive. Obedience and 
4 thoſe terms became odious;. therefore 
n...of, George the Third, reſiſtance ta 
„by the Kine, Lords and Commons, upon 
| America while not repreſented: in Parliaments, is 
juſtifiable alſo ;. and the contrary dogtrine is. branded | 
with the adious terms of Paſſive. Obedience. and te 
Reh/lance ;, as if the latter caie.were-analogous, to 
former. And becauſe in the Reign of Charles 8 
and james the Second, Royal DD deemed ſa- 

and not to be revoked or altered at the pgs? 
pleaſure of the King alens; therefore in the Reign | 
George the Third, they are ſacrad alſo and not to be 
— nor altered. by the a hority of FParliam ant. 
ee e people who, relying upon the autho- 
2 ver confound caſes together which are ſo 
different, es be excuſed; but Hat excuſe, 
more can be made Fee in England as 
von as in America, who, by ſuch, fallacies, mw 
8 people and provoked them to rebellion? 
725 bas abdicated Government here, by declaring us out 
teftion and waging War againſi us... 
7 1 plundered our, Sear, ravaged our Coaſts, burnt 
our nay ry 1 Lives of our. People.  ._ 
prounnac at this time, tranſporting. large Armies of foraign 
cenar ies io compleat tha works of death, deſolation and 
— it ATT Fac begun with. circum/iances. of - cruelty 
perfidy. ſcarcely gy #n;the moſt barharous, ages, 
zatally urmwortby 1 be bead of a tivilized Nation. 
He has conſtrained our fellow GCuttzens, taken captive on 
ohe high Sar, to bear arms againſt their Country, to become 
the executioners of — and Brethren, a 10 fa 
lues by their hands... 775 ig 
has.excited domeſiick urreflions amongſt » us 
Wo ta to bring on-the Inhabitants of our frontiers t 
Tele Indian ni whoſe known rule 4 2 is 
iſtingw/bed all re ordands 
T hele. 


f a8 1 
_ - Theſe, my Lord, would be weighty charges from a 
loyal and dutiful people againſt an unprovotea Sove- 
reign: They are more than the people of England 
pretended to bring againſt King James the Second, in 
order to juſtify the Revolution. Never was there an 
e . more conſummate re ane 
a juſily incenſed Sovereign for ſuppr a moſt 
halle? urn oaks | Rebellion, are Nite: aſſigned. 
as the "cauſes of this Rebellion. It is immatetial 
whether they are true or falſe.” They are all ſhort of 
the penalty of the laws which had been violated, Be- 
fore the date of any one of them, the Colonifts had as 
_ effeQually renounced their allegiance by their deeds as 
they have ſince done by their words: They had difplaced 
the civil and military officers panes oy the King's 
authority and ſet up others in their ſtead. 'They had new 
modelled their civil governments, and appointed a ge- 
neral government, independent of the King, over the 
Whole. They had taken up arms, and made a public 
declaration of their reſolution to defend themſelves, 
againſt the forces employed to ſupport his legal authe- 
rity over them. To ſubjefts, who had forfeited their 
lives by acts of Rebellion, every act of the Sovereign 
againſt them, which falls ſhort of the forfeiture, is an 
act of favour, A moſt ungrateful return has*been 
made for this favour. It has been improved to 
ar over and confirm the Rebellion againſt nee 
In every ſlage of theſe oppreſſions, we have petition 
redreſs in the at, 6 — — our repeated — 4 ; 
bave been anſwered only by repeated injury, + by 


What theſe oppreſſions were your Lordſhip has ſeen, 
for we may fairly conclude, that every thing appears 
in this Declaration, which can give colour to this 
horrid Rebellion, ſo that theſe men can never com- 
plain of being condemned without a full hearing. 

But does your Lordſhip recollect any petitions in the 
ſeyeral ſtages of theſe pretended oppreſſions ? Has there 


. 


ever been a petition to the King TR TENT T0 ON 
Ao give his Aſſent to theſe wholeſome and neceſ- 
fary Laws to which he bad refuſed it?: 


9 —To 


IG T 29 3 
8 To alone his acide to paſs laws without 2 
lupending clauſe, or without the people $ inge 


ing the right of Repreſentation? | 
To withdraw his inſtructions for calling legi 12 | 

tive bodies at unuſual, uncomfortable and diſtant. places? 

To allow Aſſemblies, which had been N 

by his order, to meet again? _ 

To paſs laws to encourage the migration of 

foreigners? 


o conſent to the eſtabliſhment. of judiciar 
Powers? 


o ſuffer Judges to be independent for the he 
tinuance of their offices and falaries ? 

+ —To vacate or diſannul new erected offices ? | 
To withdraw his troops in times of. peace, until 

it appeared that the reaſon for it was to give a free 
courle to Rebellion? 

And yet theſe, my Lord, are all the + opprefſions 
pretended to have been received ſrom the King „except 
thoſe in combination with the two Houſes of Pa rliamenty 
and they are all either groſsly miſrepreſented, or ſo 
trivial and infignificant as to have been of no hae 
Notoriety in the time of them, or mere conteſts between 
Governors and Aſſemblies, ſo light and tranſient, as to 

have been preſently forgot. Alfthe petitions we have 
heard of, have been againſt Acts of the Supreme Le- 
iſlature; and in all of them ſomething has been in- 

2 or ſomething has been done previous to Won 
with deſign to prevent their being received. 

They have petitioned for the repeal of alaw, bectulh 
Parhament had no right to paſs it. The receiving and 
granting the prayer of ſuch petition, would have been 
confidered as a renunciation of right; and from a re- 
-nunciation in one inſtance, would have been inferred a 
claim to renunciation' in all other inſtances. The re- 
pealing, or refraining from enacting any particular laws, 
or relieving from any kind of ſervice, while a due ſub- 
miſſion to the laws in general ſhall be continued, and 
ſuitable retuin be made of other ſervices, ſeems to be 
all which the Supreme Auchocity may giant, ot che 


my Lord, ſhort of Independence was the redreſs ſou 2 
ſor, all has been granted which has been prayed for | 
and could be granted. ö 

A Prince, whoſe character is thus marked, by 


S 5 


258 


Tndignant reſeviment muſt leise che breaſt of every : 
loyal ſubject. rant, in modern language, means, 
not Hos, an blot te and arbitrary, but a cruel, mer- 
cileſs Sovereign, Have theſe men given an inſtance 
of. any one Act in which the King has: exceeded the 
juſt Powers of the Crown as limited by the -Engliſh 


Miſhed laws, and ſubſtituted his own will as the rule 
of his actions? Has there ever been à Prince by hom 
ſubjects in rebellion, have been treated with leſs ſevo⸗ 
rity, or with longer forbearance? + | 
© Nor have we been wanting in attention ein Brit 
Brethren. We have warned them from time to time 
attempts by their legiſlature, to extend an untuarrantubie 
juriſdiction over us. We have reminded them of the cir» 
cumſtances of our emigration and ſettlement here. We have 
appealed to their native juſtice and magnanimity, and we 
have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to diſa· 
voti thoſe uſurpations which would inevitably interrupt our 
3 ar « They e wr wa | 
voice and c uinity. We muſt therefore 
eguieſce ; — bye 36 0 al our ſeparation and 
| thee as we bold the roft of mankind, Enemies in War, 
e he Ropro the United 8 
e therefore, 1 entatives tates of 
America, * Co 5 _ 
Supreme Judge of the Worla, for the refiitude of our in- 
—.— de in the name and by the authority of the gr 
People of thefe Colonies, ſolemnly publiſh and declares That 
"theſe United Colonies, are, and ought to he, Free and Inde- 
States, and that they are  abſotved from all alle- 
giance to the Britiſh Crown, and that all political connection 
Aran eter Ste of Gr Brian at. 


0 * 
2 « q * — 0 — 


Conſtitution ? Has he ever departed from known eſta» * 


- 


| oe 7: | 
10 be totally diſſelved, and that as free and Independent 
States they have full: power to levy War, conclude Pac, 


contract Alliances, eſtabliſh Commerce, and to do all other © | 


Adds and things which Independent States may right do, 
And for the ſupport of this Declaration, with a firm reli- 
auce on tht protectian of Divine Providence,” we mutually 
Sledge to each other, our Lives, our Fortunes and = 
feared Honour, Signed by order and in behalf of the Congreſs. 

TY ER N _ Joan Hancock, Preſident. 

They have, my ,in their late addreſs to the people 
4 Goh Britain, fully avowed theſe principles of In- 
dependence, by declaring they will pay no obedience” 
to the laws of the Supreme Legiſlature ; they have alſa 
pretended, that theſe laws were the mandates or 
edicts of the Miniſters, not the acts of a conftitu- 
tionaldegiflative power, and have endeavoured to per - 
ſuade. ſuch as they called their Britiſu Brethren, to 
Juſtify the Rebellion begun in America; and from 
thence they expected a general convulfion in the Ki 
dom, and that meaſures to compel à ſubmiſion would 
in this way be obſtructed. Theſe expectations failing, 

after they had gone 100 far in acts of Rebellion t 

hope for impunity, they were under the nece/ſity of a 

ſeparation, and of involving themſelves, and all over 
whom they had uſurped authority, in the diſtreſſes and 

horrors of -war againſt that power from which they 
revolted, and againſt all who continued in theic ſub-" 
jection and fidelity to it. ' 

- Gratitude, I am ſenſible, is ſeldom to be found in 2 
community, but ſo ſudden a revolt from the reſt of the 
Empire, which had incurred ſo immenſe a debt, and 
with which it remains burdened, for the protection and 
defence of the Colonies, and at their moſt importunate 
_—_ ks an inſtance of ingratitude no where to be 

allelled. | | | 
Peguffer me, my Lord, before I cloſe this Letter, to 
obſerve, that though the profeſſed reaſon for publiſh- " 
ing the Declaration was a decent reſpe& to the opi - 
nions of manking, yet the real deſign was to recon- 
eile the people of America to that Independence, which 
always before, they had been made to believe was not 
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Intended.” This deſign bas tos well ſucceeded; IIe 
people have not obſerved the fallacy in reaſoning fromm 
the Whole to part; nor the abſurdity of making te 
governed to be governors. From a diſpoſition to receine 
willingly complaints againft Rulers, facts miſrepre- - 
. ſented have paſſed without examining.  Diſcerning. . 
men have concealed their ſentiments, - becauſe under; 
the preſent free government in America, no man may, 
by writing or ſpeak ing, contradict any part of this De- 
Claration, without being deemed an enemy to his 
country, and expoſed to the rage and fury of th 
* N ion 18 Fe... n 
N 


5 populace. 3; | 

Ik have the honour to be, : 
MEL CS is ob 

Tour Lordſhip's moſt humble 

_ | e . F 

To the Right Honourable 

"YE; the 
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